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Standards 

1. Read closely to determine what the text says 
explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; 
cite specific textual evidence when writing or 
speaking to support conclusions drawn from the 
text. 

2. Analyze how and why individuals, events, or 
ideas develop and interact over the course of a 
text.  

3. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in 
a text, including determining technical, 
connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze 
how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 

4. Delineate and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, including the validity of 
the reasoning as well as the relevance and 
sufficiency of the evidence 

5. Write arguments to support claims in an 
analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence 

 

 

Publication Information 
The following article was published in The Wall Street Journal on Saturday, 8 April 
2017, pages A1 and A9. 
 
Read and annotate the article for use in class activities this week. 



If You Say You Went to St. Mary’s, You Will Need to Be More Specific 

iii

Colleges with similar names struggle to stand out; applying to the wrong Cornell

BY MELISSA KORN

Early in this year’s NCAA men’s basketball tournament, Snapchat displayed the Rattler logo of St. 
Mary’s University in San Antonio to appeal to those following a first-round game. Meanwhile, traffic 
spiked to the website for the University of Saint Mary in Leavenworth, Kan.

Neither team was even eligible to play in the tournament— though Saint Mary’s College of California 
in Moraga, Calif., and Mount St. Mary’s University in Emmitsburg, Md., both earned berths in March 
Madness.

Andrew Festa, who oversees social media for St. Mary’s in San Antonio, said the school’s Twitter 
feed was “bombarded” with misdirected well wishes throughout the tournament, especially after the 
Snapchat snafu.

He ultimately sent out a message from the university’s official account, noting the different Twitter 
handles for his and the California school.

“A lot of times, I bite my tongue,” he said. “But for this, I felt I could be a little more laid back and 
have fun with it.” The St. Mary’s College Gaels asked online whether the Texas school was rooting 
for them in their match-up with the University of Arizona. Mr. Festa responded with a clip of actor 
Will Ferrell pumping his

The St. Mary’s Rattler
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fists.

Most colleges want to stand out, with unique architecture or special academic programs. But some 
schools have to fight extra hard because of their names.

At least 12 colleges and universities in the U.S. have variations on the name Saint (or St.) Mary. 
There are three Westminster Colleges. Two Georgetowns. Complicated webs of Wesleyans and 
Concordias, some but not all of which are affiliated with those similarly named. And don’t start with 
the Loyolas. (We count four in the U.S.) Then there is Northeastern and Northwestern, DePaul and 
DePauw and Wake Forest and Lake Forest, which can sound the same in a noisy room.



Andrew Green, the assistant men’s basketball coach at Westminster College in Fulton, Mo., called his 
mother the morning after his team enjoyed a November 20-point blowout. “As soon as my mom picks 
up the phone, she’s somber, saying, ‘That was a tough one, I’m sorry,’” Mr. Green recalled.

Then it clicked. “Mom, did it look like our gym?” he asked. “Mom, did you know any of the players? 
Mom, did you see me on camera?”

Turns out she had been watching the Westminster College in New Wilmington, Pa., in a losing effort 
the same night. To her credit, both teams have navy blue uniforms and stream their games online.

For the rest of the season, Mr. Green said, his brother helped their mother navigate to the correct 
Westminster website for game time.

Augustana College in Rock Island, Ill., once had to take down an article highlighting a noteworthy 
alum who in reality had attended Augustana University in Sioux Falls, S.D., recalls Leslie DuPree, 
director of web services and new media at the Illinois school. The story was pulled from the college’s 
website within an hour and was caught before it went into the print edition of its magazine, she said.

While many universities historically drew students from their immediate geographic regions and so 
weren’t easily mixed up with nominal doppelgängers elsewhere, the growth of global marketing and 
ease of web searches has complicated the matter of school pride.

Seton Hill University in Greensburg, Pa., and Holy Cross College in Notre Dame, Ind., have received 
donations intended for Seton Hall University in South Orange, N.J., and the College of the Holy Cross 
in Worcester, Mass. Seton Hill and Holy Cross officials said they redirect gifts when that happens.

A few years ago, a security officer at Augustana College in Illinois was called by a college 
switchboard operator, who had been contacted by a student to open an under-construction library so 
the student could retrieve keys and a backpack; the student, meanwhile, was waiting outside an also-
underconstruction library at Augustana University in South Dakota.

The name similarities often go back decades or centuries, and school officials say they’re too steeped 
in history to abandon the nomenclature outright. The three Westminster Colleges or their predecessors 
were founded in the latter half of the 19th century with ties to the Presbyterian Church, while the St. 
Mary’s schools are generally connected to Catholic orders.

Tony Piscitiello, senior advancement director at Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota, said the 
school tried to distinguish itself by adding “of Minnesota” in the mid-1990s. Though it helped 
differentiate the school from other St. Mary’s institutions, the move left some prospects convinced it 
was the theology school for the state university.

Officials at Our Lady of the Lake College in Baton Rouge, La., are hoping their recent name 
change—to Franciscan Missionaries of Our Lady University— will minimize confusion with Our 
Lady of the Lake University in San Antonio.

Martin Rosenfeld, who grew up mainly in Europe because his father was in the Army, accidentally 
sent his ACT score to Cornell College in Mount Vernon, Iowa, instead of Cornell University in 
Ithaca, N.Y.

“I don’t know how it happened,” recalls Mr. Rosenfeld, who was living in Italy at the time and is now 
19 years old. “It was late at night. I probably wasn’t paying attention.”
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The following week, his Cornell University application still showed a blank spot in the section for test 
scores. He realized where the scores went, then read up on the Iowa school and thought it would be an 
even better fit than the New York one because of the small size and class structure. He applied there 
instead. Mr. Rosenfeld, now a freshman and a tour guide at Cornell College, said he’s happy with the 
choice— except that he’s sick of correcting friends and family who assume he’s at the Ivy League 
institution. “I have to explain, ‘No, not that Cornell. The one you haven’t heard of.’”
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