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Many parents keep their children home from 
school
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Some classrooms at Chiles High School were 
nearly empty Wednesday after an anonymous 
threat was posted on social media the night 
before, hours after a campus disturbance occurred 
involving student displays of the Confederate 
flag.

The threat never materialized. But it prompted 
Leon County Schools to beef up security at the 
school throughout the day. And it caused a 
number of parents to keep their kids home.

The threat was posted after an incident involving 
students who’d been flying Confederate flags in 
the back of their pickup trucks, said Chris Petley, 
a spokesman for the district. The commotion, 
which involved at least one student waving a 
rebel flag, occurred in the parking lot. A late-
night email to parents from Principal Joe Burgess 
suggested the flag incident was linked to the 
threat.

“This is the possible source of tensions and raw 
feelings for our students,” Burgess wrote.

Concerned parents and others signed an online 
petition calling for Chiles to stop allowing 
students

to fly the Confederate flag on campus. The 
petition, which was posted May 12, had a goal of 
500 signatures; it had more than 600 as of 
Wednesday evening.

“Didn’t realize there were so many racists at my 
daughter’s school,” Melissa Franklin wrote on the 
petition Wednesday. “Very concerning.”

The students had been flying Confederate flags 
for weeks, at least. Administrators talked to them 
and acknowledged their right to express 
themselves. They also said that if the flags ever 
created a disturbance, the students would have to 
take them down.

“They’ve been working with these kids for 
months now, talking to them about their right to 
freedom of speech, and where there is a line,” 
Superintendent Rocky Hanna said. “Once you 
cross that line — when it becomes a disruption at 
a public school — that’s when your right to free 
speech ends.”

Hanna said the teenagers waving the flags may 
see the situation as funny.

“But to many people, it’s not funny at all,” he 
said. “It’s very hurtful and insulting.”

On Wednesday, the students involved came to 
school flying other flags from
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their trucks, including a standard American flag, a 
Donald Trump “Make America Great Again” 
banner, a “Don’t Tread on Me” flag and one with 
the GOP logo.

No disciplinary action was taken against the 
students involved in Tuesday’s disturbance, 
Petley said.

In the email, Burgess noted that there would be 
extra security on campus and gave parents the 
option to keep their kids home.

“Classes and activities will take place as normal,” 
he said. “Parents, you make the decision for what 
is best for your child and if you choose to keep 
your students at home their absences will be 
excused.”

The district was asked but did not provide 
attendance figures. But Petley said attendance 
was low, and a photo from inside a classroom 
showed rows of empty desks with just a few 
students.

Petley said that the school would return to a 
normal state of security today.

Contact Jeff Burlew at jburlew@ 
tallahassee.com.

“This is the possible source of tensions and raw 
feelings for our students.”

JOE BURGESS,

The Leon County Sheriff's Office dispatched 
extra deputies to Chiles High School on 
Wednesday morning after an anonymous 
threat was posted on social media.
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